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Computerized image shows bridge, which will span 
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The bridge will change the sky- 
line “and redefine the U. as much 
more than a commuter campus,” 
said Spencer F. Eccles, president 
of the Eccles foundation. “The U. 
was such a big part of his (George 
Eccles) life. He would be particu- 
larly excited about creating this 
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important campus connection, par- 


"ticularly for the students,” 


_ An estimated 31,000 cars travel 
each week day on Wasatch Drive, 
which divides the U. campus. Walk- 
ing or biking between upper and 
lower campus is largely unheard 
of, said Randy Turpin, vice presi- 
dent for administrative services at 
the О. The bridge not only solves 
an access problem, it addresses a 


_ “real safety issue for anyone trying — 


get from one side of campus to the — 


busy Wasatch Drive and improve safety for pedestrians and bikes. 


_ said. 
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other, he said. 

О. President Bernard Machen 
said the university has needed a 
“safe passage” for pedestrians 
between the main areas of the cam- 
pus for тапу уеагѕ. >. 

“Now with the safety of of thou- 


т 


sands of students inyolyed who are 
Нуре af Heritage Qh J0 nie we 


‘Machen 


had to move forward,” 
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What’s up? 
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ruction, works at the 
ve. near the mouth of Provo Canyon. 


~ 


George Armstrong, of Montroc, a subcontracting firm for Quantum Consti 
building site of the Esnet 2 building on University A 
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The steel bridge, opened in 1915 and closed two years ago, may soon begin a new life at a golf course or in an equestrian park. ( 


Old Cache bridge needs a new home 
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By Robert Rice 
Deseret News staff writer 


BENSON, Cache County — When Cache Coun- 
ty commissioners cut a ribbon across the new Ben- 
son Bridge in 1915, an $850 Model T built by 
Henry Ford was one of the first automobiles to 
motor across the Little Bear River span. 


But the historic 73-year-old bridge one mile 
west of Benson is now as outmoded as Когаз 
open-air car, forcing officials to find a new home 
for the structure, which can no longer accommo- 
date heavy farm machinery and other traffic. 


The bridge was closed two years ago after it 
failed to meet codes, but the structure's good pres- 
ervation and a congressional mandate to preserve 
it led officials to seek a new home for the 70-ton 
behemoth instead of demolishing it. 


“That bridge looks essentially the same, aside 
from some weathering and some holes in the deck, 
as when it was built in 1915,” said John McEwan, 
Utah Department of Transportation environmen- 
tal specialist. 


Who wants a three-quarter-century-old steel 
bridge? 
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Well, a lot of people, actually, McEwan said. 


“We have in excess of 15 people that have ex- 
pressed an interest; suffice it to say that some of 
the better qualifiers are municipalities,” he said. 


Cities like Provo are interested in the bridge, 
which McEwan said could be used for automo- 
biles, by hikers or in an equestrian park. Logan 
officials are also considering bidding for the 
bridge for placement on the future Logan Munici- 
pal Golf Course. 


The bridge isn’t for sale. UDOT is only looking 
for takers who can put up matching funds to quali- 
fy for $23,500 in Federal Highway Administration 
funds. 


Of course, the new bridge keeper will have to 
assume some of the responsibility for toting it to 
its new locale. 

“The thing weighs between 60 and 70 tons — it’s 
125 feet long, 16 feet wide and 18 feet high. . . . 
Only a real optimist wouldn’t see any problems in 
moving it,” McEwan said. 


The bridge will likely have to be broken down 
into two pieces, possibly more, depending on the 
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distance to its new home. 


Cost for moving the bridge will reach upwards 
of $40,000 to $60,000, McEwan estimates. Buyers 
must also consider the time, effort and money 
needed to lay the structure on its new foundation, 
he said. 


Shoppers for the historic bridge may want to — 
consider its history. The patent for the structure 


was awarded to a man named Pratt in the early _ 


1800s. Many Pratt bridges were made of wood, 
until steel technology developed prior to the con- 
struction of the Benson Bridge. 


McEwan said the bridge was built using con- | 
necting pins. 


“It was assembled much like an erector set, us- 
ing large bolts to fasten it together,” he said. 


Nowadays bridges are built in a rigid fashion, 
using hot rivets to connect individual trusses, 
McEwan said. 


Utah has a plethora of historic bridges within its 
borders. Possibly the oldest, near Bear River City, 
was built in 1889, McEwan said. UDOT is working 
to preserve other bridges in Utah that must be 
replaced. 
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Every obstacle you encounter _ 
is an opportunity to build a dridge. 
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key to federal judiciary 


:By Spencer Abraham 
‘The Christian Science Monitor 


_ Amid the debate over econom- 
ics, drugs, and foreign affairs, vot- 
ers should not overlook the impact 
‘the presidential and senatorial 
elections will have on the federal 
judiciary. The voters’ decisions 
will determine the philosophical 
direction of the federal bench, 
‘which will in turn have far-reach- 
ing consequences for numerous 
policy issues and the shape of our 
federal system. ` 
The next president — with the 
advice and consent of the Senate — 
will shape the federal judiciary. 
Roughly 180 district judges and 60 
circuit judges will be eligible for 
“senior status” — essentially re- 
tirement — before 2001. That is 
about one quarter of total judge- 
ships. Because the district and cir- 
cuit court benches now are 
approximately two-thirds filled by 


ceed and spread under a Clinton- 
appointed judiciary than under a 
Dole one. 

Furthermore, the Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act and the re- 
peal of federal speed limits have 
devolved federal power. A sharply 
divided Supreme Court has also 
taken tentative devolutionary 
steps, limiting federal legislative 
power in U.S. vs. Lopez and em- 
bracing a robust conception of 
state sovereignty in Seminole 
Tribe of Florida vs. Florida. Such 
moves toward greater state power 
would fare less well in a Clinton- 
than a Dole-influenced judiciary. 

Responding to voter interest and 
concern, state legislatures have be- 
gun addressing the “right to die” 
issue. But federal judges may de- 
cide it for them. In Compassion in 
Dying vs. State of Washington; the 
Ninth Circuit held that a Washing- 
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“regulation that deprives land of 
all economically beneficial use” e 
fects a taking (requiring com- 
pensation) unless the use 
prohibited is a common law nui- 
sance. In Dolan vs. City of Tigard, 
narrow majority interpreted 
Nollan to require that burdens im 
posed by permit conditions bear 
“rough proportionality” to the 
property’s proposed use. Dole ap- 
pointees likely would continue thi 
trend toward defending property 
rights. Clinton appointees likely 
would not. 

Prison management is another 
area where a Clinton-appointed ju 
diciary might reverse movement 
toward greater state autonomy. 
The recently enacted Prison Liti- 
gation Reform Act restricts federe 
judges’ ability to regulate matters 
such as the temperature of prison- 
ers’ food, the lighting in prisoners’ 
calls, and release schedules for 


.State prisons held to be 


overcrowded. 

The act limits such intrusions by 
barring federal judges from grant: 
ing relief not narrowly tailored to 


